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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on Mar. 21, 2001. Claims 1 - 12 
are pending examination. 

Claim Objections 

Claiml 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 1 fails to 
mention the claim that it depends on , examiner assumes it depends on claim 1 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 2 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Claim 2 recites the limitation "multiple instances" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Roberts et aL U.S. Patent No. 6,295,551 

Robert teaches the invention as claimed including a method for collaboratively 
browsing web content in a network including a plurality of client computers and server 
computer (see abstract ). 

As to claim 1 , Robert teaches a method for collaboratively browsing web content 
in a network including a plurality of client computers and a server computer, comprising: 

polling static and dynamic states of a web page displayed in a first 
instance of a web browser; ( see col. 3 , lines 1-9). 

transmitting the states to a controller over the network; ( see col. 3 , lines 37-41 ) 
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generating, in the controller, update messages including the static and 
dynamic states ( see col. 3 , line 51-56); and 

polling, in a second instance of the web browser, the controller to receive 
the update messages over the network; and ( see col.8 , lines 1-9 and fig.7A and 7B). 

displaying, in a second instance of the web browser, the web page 
according to the states in the update messages to dynamically synchronize the 
second instance of the web browser to the first instance of the web browser. ( see col.8 
, lines 9 -18) 

As to claim 2, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein there are multiple 
instances of first and second instances (see col.8, lines 1 -15). 

As to claim 3, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the polling of the 
states is performed in a monitor executing in first instance of the web browser, and the 
polling of the controller is performed in the second instance of the web browser, (see 
col.8, lines 1 -16 and fig. 7A and 7B). 

As to claim 4, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the retrieved target 
web pages is stored in the server, (see col.8, lines 9 -18 ). 

As to claim 5, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the polling is 
performed by polling requests, (see col.8, lines 1-16 and fig. 7A and 7B). 
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As to claim 6, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the first and second 
instances of the web browser execute in the client computers, and the server executes 
in a server computer (see col. 8, lines 40 - 51 ). 

As to claim 7, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the web page is 
selected by a user of the first instance of the web browser, (see col.8, lines 14-18 and 
col. 10, lines 5-13 ). 

As to claim 8, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the web page and 
all instances of the web browser remain unmodified during the collaborative browsing 
session, (see col.8, lines 11- 18 ). 

As to claim 9, Robert teaches the method of claim 4 wherein responses to the 
polling requests are loaded into a hidden browser frame, a hidden layer, or another 
browser window, (see col.8, lines 1- 5 ). 

As to claim 10, Robert teaches the method of claim 9 wherein the hidden 
browser frame is zero dimensional (see col.8, lines 1 - 15). 

As to claim 1 1 , Robert teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the controller 
transforms dynamically transforms the update messages ( see col. 14, lines 28-39). 
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As to claim12, Robert teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
polling static and dynamic states of another web page displayed in the 

second first instance of a web browser ( see col.3 , lines 1-9). 

transmitting the states to a controller over the network ( see col.3 , lines 37-41 ) 
generating, in the controller, update messages including the static and 

dynamic states ( see col.3 , line 51-56) ; and 

polling, in the first second instance of the web browser, the controller to 

receive the update messages over the network ( see col.8 , lines 1-9 and fig.7A and 

7B); and 

displaying, in the first second instance of the web browser, the other web 
page according to the states in the update messages to dynamically synchronize 
the first instance of the web browser to the second instance of the web browser ( see 
col.8 , lines 9 -18). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Boyle et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,665,71 1 

Navarre et al., U.S. Patent No 6,718,389 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N Nano whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4651 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, from 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308- 7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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